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Christian World Service’s advocacy work always begins with the perspectives
of the people with whom we work, our partners. Our efforts on trade are no
exception. CWS has consistently spoken out on matters of trade and debt.
Historically it is because partners were, and continue to be, concerned about
the injustices embedded in the global economic and political structures. Our
partners are committed to addressing the causes of poverty including unjust
trade rules and practice, debt and the structural adjustment programmes of
the World Bank and International Monetary Fund, as part of their commitment
to good community development. Many are actively opposed to corporate
globalisation in their own communities because they have observed the
effects of programmes like those of the World Bank and the activity of
transnational corporations on the people with whom they work.

Partner Experiences
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Some of you may have met Bimla Chandrasekar, from south Indian partner
group, EKTA, late last year. EKTA is a programme on women’s human rights
working with both men and women. Bimla was in the country to launch
Christian World Service’s Women @ Work report. In January she sent us a
copy of the following statement formulated for the Asian Social Forum by the
Tamil Nadu Women’s Network, of which she is part. It sets out the campaign
priorities of the women’s network in quite different language from that of trade
agreements, but the statement speaks of their own economic priorities for
their specific context.
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Women Resist Globalisation 

Promote traditional food practices
Promote seed collection and storage
Promote recycling and reuse of waste
Avoid using mineral water
Avoid using beverages produced by multinational corporations
Avoid using plastic
Promote locally produced goods
Ensure rainwater harvesting and avoid wastage of water
Promote safe and hygienic deliveries at home
Support and use herbal medicines.

Tamil Nadu Women’s Network

The resolutions are reasonable, especially on the basis of good development
practice. They represent the aspirations of people who want to control their
own livelihoods and to live in a safe environment. However if these objectives
were developed into a trade policy for the Indian government they would
inevitably break trade rules. Many of them necessitate discriminating against
local providers rather than allowing free access to outside companies. They
concern matters of intellectual property and the protection of the environment
and traditional practices, including in the provision of healthcare.

International trade rules have not been formulated to ensure the aspirations of
people. Rather they have been designed with a large amount of advice from
transnational corporations who want to ensure that they can continue to
expand their control over the world’s economy and exploit its resources.
There are many documented cases of governments being advised by these
companies. The New Zealand government has consulted much more
extensively with business interests than its minimal effort with the rest of us.

The reality for our partners is that in trying to meet the development needs of
the people with whom they work, they increasingly confront transnational
corporations and governments who are more committed to securing foreign
investment than to safeguarding the livelihoods of their citizens.

EKTA and the Tamil Nadu Women’s Network are examples of groups that
take their agendas from the people with whom they work rather than from an
economic theory generated in universities or by trade officials immersed in
their particular worldview. 
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Another example of a partner challenging the incursion of transnational
corporations into many aspects of people’s daily life is Neythal, based on the
coast of South India. The damage caused by shrimp farming to the coastal
environment in developing countries has been documented elsewhere.
Neythal works with fisherfolk whose traditional way of life based around their
fishing grounds is being destroyed against their will. The fisherfolk have no
access to their traditional fishing grounds which are now heavily polluted from
commercial interests. The loss in livelihood and the ecological destruction is
causing considerable social damage as the fisherfolk struggle with these
dramatic changes to their whole way of life. Neythal is fighting the
transnational corporations every centimetre of the way, including in the courts.
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The coffee industry is a further example of the consequences of unjust trade
practices. This picture is of unemployed coffee farmers camped on the sides
of one of Matagalpa’s highways in Nicaragua. Nicaragua has built its
economy on coffee, which it has grown for the last century. Coffee is the most
heavily traded commodity in the world after oil. Seventy percent of the world’s
coffee is grown on farms smaller than ten hectares, often by family operations.
In Central America more than 540,000 part-time and permanent jobs have
been lost in recent years because of the collapse in coffee prices worldwide.1

Many of those small farmers and the people whom they employ face an
uncertain future. 

1 www.globalexchange.org/economy/coffee/20030310_598.html
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CEPAD, a long term partner of CWS, has been providing some material
assistance to Nicaraguan coffee workers, but they are also seeking a fairer
deal from a government that has one of the highest per capita debt ratios in
the world and which faces its own economic crises. Coffee is an unregulated
market and prices have halved while the four transnational corporations who
control 40% of production are reporting increased profits. There is much more
to this story but it highlights the situation for the poorest people when the
market suddenly changes in developing countries with very vulnerable
economies.2

Talk Trade
As a core component to Christian World Service’s new trade campaign, we
have devised the following set of principles. For us they are the foundation for
the development of a more equitable trade system that ensures the survival of
people, especially those impoverished by the current economic system. I offer
them to this forum from our long involvement with partners throughout the
world and from our strong commitment to justice. 

Principles of the CWS Trade Campaign:

Developing countries have the responsibility to feed their people with the food
they need and want to eat, and to protect food production from cheap imports
that undermine the livelihood of the poorest people. 
Developing countries have the right to support the growth of domestic, locally-
owned industries. 
Developing countries need fair access to the markets of rich countries for the
goods they produce, including fair prices for commodities like coffee and
sugar. 
All countries need to control their own basic services to ensure local
regulation of, for example, what is taught in school, how waste is disposed of
or who provides health care.
Transnational Companies need to be regulated internationally and foreign
investment managed to ensure that the environment and people’s livelihoods
are not destroyed. 
Traditional knowledge, including control of plant varieties and seeds, belongs
to the people who have cared for them. Life forms should not be patented,
and governments must be allowed to ensure those in need have access to
essential medicine despite the dominance of the pharmaceutical industry. 
The world needs a just international trade system which does not undermine
the livelihood or rights of individual countries or peoples, and which is fairly
negotiated. 

Christian World Service: Action Against Poverty 
CWS takes action to end poverty and injustice throughout the world.  It funds groups
tackling poverty and helping people build a decent livelihood within their own communities;
responds to humanitarian emergencies; raises awareness and educates within Aotearoa
New Zealand; and campaigns against the causes of global poverty and injustice.  

2 For more information read Talk Coffee available from Christian World Service.
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