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NZ must do more
to tackle poverty

Despite recent increases, questions remain about New
Zealand's commitment to aid and to the Millennium
Development Goals, writes RAE JULIAN.
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The success of the goals
hangs on whether industrialised
nations, including New Zealand,
live up to their promise to
mcrease development aid to
0.7% of their gross national
income (GNI) by 2015.

New Zealand may be a small
player globally but we have a
significant role to play in our
part of the world. While
industrialised Europe focuses on
Africa and the way it 1s lagging
behind, closer to home New
Zealand needs to concentrate on
the Pacitic, particularly
Melanesia.

Melanesia ranks, next to
Afiica, as amongst the poorest
regions in the world and 1s well
off target to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals
by the 2015 deadline.

One of the big indicators of
the general state of a country’s
healthcare is childbirth
mortality, and in parts of
Melanesia the figures are
appalling. A woman in Papua
New Guinea 1s 40 times more
likely to die in childbirth than
one in New Zealand.

These are true indicators of
poverty and can be addressed
through well targeted aid
programmes. Currently S170
million of New Zealand aid is
spent in the Pacitic. This
represents just over 50% of our
total aid programme in 2006-07.

This year, the Government
increased New Zealand’s
mternational aid budget to 0.3%
of GNI —up trom 0.28 % last
year — and indicated an
mncrease in aid to 0.35 % of GNI
by 2010. It was the first
significant international
development aid increase in a
number of years.

While the Government needs

to be applauded for this, the
sobering reality is that this will
still leave New Zealand off track
to achieving the 0.7 goal by
2015. In other words, there will
have to be much bigger annual
mcereases in the five years
between 2010 and 2015 in order
to meet our 0.7 % commitment.
[t raises questions about the
Government’s real commitment
to the goals that our Prime
Minister signed up to 2000.

Even more conceming is the
role that domestic politics plays
in this issue. While the
Government’s support partners
are largely unequivocal about
the need to take real steps to
increasing our aid level, it 1s
disturbing that National has not
yet supported the 0.7 %
objective. New Zealand needs to
present a united front to the
world over tackling poverty.
This 1s an issue of international
significance. It is one that goes
to the heart of New Zealand’s
role in the world and our sense
of faimess and justice. Doing
our share to tackle extreme
global poverty is an issue that
needs to transcend party
politics.

All information contained herein is protected by copyright. You may not copy, reproduce, record, retransmit, sell, publish, distribute, share or store this information in any form or by any means without the prior written consent of
the Print Media Copyright Agency. You may not remove any copyright notice or proprietary notices. Ph (04) 498-4487 or email info@pmca.co.nz for further information.



