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New Zealand’s Aid Sector Braces for COVID 
 
5 November 2020 
 
Aid charities have reported a slight drop in income, but are showing positive signs of adapting to 
COVID, reveals a new survey. 
 
The Council for International Development (CID), the umbrella organisation for aid agencies, 
released its annual survey of the sector today – ‘Bracing for COVID-19’. It covers CID members for 
their last financial year, and looks at their sources of income, priorities, where they work, and who 
they work with.  
 
This year’s survey covers activities before COVID, and into the first few months of the pandemic, 
revealing signs of how the sector is starting to adapt to COVID. 
 
Key points: 

• There is a slight drop in overall income, from $202 million last year to $190 million 

• This continues a decline in public donations over 15 years, primarily from child sponsorship 

• COVID is beginning to impact fundraising (although fundraising remains relatively healthy)  

• Public funding remains the main source of income for aid charities, but dependence on 
government funding has increased  

• Collaborations between aid charities has declined slightly, but is expected to increase as 
more aid charities work together to respond to COVID 

• Partnerships with community organisations in-country has increased, particularly in the 
Pacific 

• Positive trends have been accelerated by COVID -  locally-driven development and 
humanitarian responses have increased, as closed borders prevent travel from New 
Zealand 

• 80% of aid charities have partnered with a Pacific organisation 

• 66% of aid charities reported a partnership with a New Zealand business – up from 54% 
last year 

• Funding to the Pacific as a proportion of income is up from 20% to 30% 

• But aid charities also continue to respond to the greatest need around the world, 
demonstrating the breadth of the sector’s work. 

• South Sudan receives the most funds, and four of the top ten countries are in Africa, with 
three in the Pacific and three in South-East Asia. 
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Aid agencies and their partners will come together tonight for an annual event in parliament, 
hosted by the  Minister of Climate Change, and co-leader of the Green Party, the Hon. James 
Shaw. 
 
Please come and hear James Shaw speak to the aid and development sector. 
 
Venue: The Grand Hall, Parliament, Wellington   
Date: Thursday 5 November  
Time: 6.30pm-7pm 
                                                                

The Council for International Development (CID) is the peak body for New Zealand’s aid agencies  

Contact: Josie Pagani, Director for more information 029 9050207 | director@cid.org.nz  
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